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THE APPLICATION OF EMPIRICAL ORTHOGONAL
FUNCTION TO THE DIAGNOSTIC ANAIYSIS
OF “PLUM RAINS” IN CHINA

Chen Yu-xiang
Unstitute of Atmospheric Physics, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

In this paper, the advantages and shortcomings of empirical orthogonal func-
tion have been discussed. This function was applied to the diagnostic analysis of
“plum rains” in China. The results indicate that the empirical orthogonal function
is useful in the diagnostic analysis. With this approach the results which are in
agreement with synoptic analysis can be obtained.

This is a statistical method. It would play a greater role in weather analysis

and forecast, if it is combined with synoptic and dynamic methods.



