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Coching Chu: Is Cold Winter the Harbinger of

Summer Flood in China?

The winter of 1935-1936 was the coldest on record for many places
in north and central China. Temperature for winter thrze months was 1°
to 2° C below normal in the Yangtze Valley, and 3° to 4° below nosmal
in the Yellow River Valley. Farmeis as well as som2 of the conservancy
engineers believe that a cold winter presages destructive floods next spring
or summer. Even though this idea is wide spread and deep-rooted in

China it is not well founded as shown by the following correlation coef-

ticients,
. Correlation| No ot

Factors ( | Coefficient | Years
Shanghai Temperature Januarv and February \ —0.01 63
bhanghal Rainfall june and July .
‘Nanking Temperatute January and Fetruary —0.17 J 2
Nanking Raintall June and july

i 1

Peiping Temperature January, Nanking Ra'nfali April ( +0.45 l 16
Peiping Temperature January, Nanking Rainfall June / -0,37 l 16
Peiping Temperature January, Shanghai Rainfall April l -+0.28 ] 16
Peiping Temperature January, Shanghai Rainfall June l -0,09 ] 16
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